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Better Leaders for a Better Future 
 

We need better leaders for a better future.  For years now, certainly since the infamous 
Enron bankruptcy, we have had scandals every week in business and in government.  We 
need great leaders, but we don’t have them. 

President Calvin Coolidge did not believe in government regulation, so the Roaring 
Twenties turned into the Great Depression.  Herbert Hoover was another do-nothing 
President and America had to wait for Franklin Roosevelt to address the hardships of the 
American people.  Wall Street financiers need government regulation.  Weak presidents 
allow Wall Street to bankrupt companies through unbridled greed.  America needs good 
leaders. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson turned Viet Nam into a disaster and gave us decades of 
runaway inflation.  President Nixon got us out of Viet Nam.  President Reagan stopped 
runaway inflation and helped bring down the Iron Curtain.  America needs good leaders. 

Jeff Skilling took his Harvard MBA and bankrupted Enron.  Harvard shares blame for 
this debacle because when they asked Skilling if he was smart he said he was “f***ing 
smart,” and they still accepted him.  America needs better leadership than we get from 
Harvard. 

American wealth is building China into a great nation that is competing against us with 
our own money.  As we look to the horizon of tomorrow we can see storm clouds gathering 
and darkening. We can see the lightening and hear the thunder.  We can see a great storm 
coming and everywhere around us we are surrounded by a sea of mediocre, incompetent, and 
corrupt leaders. 

What can we do to get the great leaders we need but do not have?  If we lack leaders we 
cannot out-source our leadership to China.  If we lack leaders we need to rear a new 
generation of leaders.  Education is the key to developing people, so education is the key to 
developing better leaders. 

If we want to take control of our future, we must take control of public school education.  
School administrators think they are supposed to prepare children for college or for 
employment.  We must not permit our children to be educated to become little wheels inside 
corporations.  We must educate our children to contribute to their own success, not the 
success of corporate executives.  Better than teaching our children to make a living is 
teaching them to make a life.  We must to educate our children for their own sake. 

If you love your children then do something about their education.  Get involved.  Run 
for office or support others who are trying to make a difference. 

I said we are surrounded by a sea of mediocre, incompetent, and corrupt leaders.  We can 
fix these problems by fixing our children’s education.  Morality is the root of education, so 
let’s bring morality back into the classroom.  We can do this without bringing religion into 
the classroom and without long lists of virtues to talk about.  We only need a few simple 

 



2 

 

2 

principles and a method of measurement.  All we need to do is to advocate the principles of 
sobriety, uprightness, and compassion and teach self-examination to cultivate these principles 
in our lives. 

The parents need to participate and be moral leaders in their own children’s lives.  
Parents need to say, “I’m sober and I expect you to be sober.”  Parents need to say, “I do not 
cheat or steal in sports or business and I expect you to do the same.”  Parents need to say, “I 
show compassion towards you and towards those who are weak or in need and I expect you 
to do the same.”  Parents need to lead sober, upright, and compassionate lives and exhort 
their children to do the same.  The schools need to coordinate the message of sobriety, 
uprightness, and compassion throughout the community.  Everyone needs to know that 
sobriety, uprightness, and compassion are community values.  And we all need to practice 
self-examination to see that we do more than talk the talk, to see that we walk the walk. 

The schools should not try to create saints or save souls, but they should express 
community values.  Too much drugs and alcohol are consumed by our children.  Too many 
children cheat in high school.  Too many high school children cheat waitresses and shop lift.  
Is it a wonder that corporate executives cheat and steal?  I’m sure they started in high school 
or middle school.  The battle-ground for corporate corruption is in the public schools.  Let’s 
start winning that battle. 

We must educate our children to be competent and to recognize incompetence.  They 
should recognize the saying, “perception is reality,” as the hallmark of incompetence.    
Another part of the solution here is to provide them with a competent education.  Parents 
need to take control of the schools and start straightening out the mess the school 
administrators have made out of our children’s curriculum.  We can fix our schools and we 
must start fixing them for our children’s sake, for our grand children’s sake, for America’s 
sake. 

If our leaders are mediocre, how can our children rise above this?  There is nothing 
mediocre about our civilization.  Western civilization is rich and grand, yet our children 
experience only a pale shadow, a ghost, of our civilization.  If we expose our children to the 
full grandeur of our civilization through lessons in history, science, economics, philosophy, 
and the arts, then we sow the seeds of greatness.  And if we encourage a sincere discussion of 
our civilization instead of the insincere parroting of political correctness, we will be nurturing 
the seeds of greatness within our children. 

We might be floating in a sea of mediocre, incompetent, and corrupt leadership, but we 
do not need to flounder here.  We have a map.  We can move past corruption by teaching 
sobriety, uprightness, compassion, and self-examination.  We can move past incompetence 
by fixing our schools ourselves.  We can move past mediocrity by embracing our civilization 
and encouraging sincerity.  This can all be done, but no one can do it alone.   We must work 
together to give our children a better future.  Are you with me?  Shall we start? 

 


